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Dr. Allison McGeer,  Director, Dept. of Infection Control, 
Mt. Sinai Hospital, Toronto, Canada.  SARS survivor.

“If you think prevention is expensive, 

    try disease.”

•  Hospital-acquired infections kill more North Americans 
   than all motor vehicle accidents, plane crashes, and murders 
   combined.

•  Half of these are preventable by better hand hygiene.

•  On average: 

   » caregivers wash hands only 40% as often as required.

   » cost per hospital-acquired infection: $14,000 (US)

   » 1 in 10 hospital patients acquire infections after 
     admittance.

   • 1 in 23 hospital-infected patients will die.
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a step-by-step guide to   cleaning hands in under 2 seconds.
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